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Art expert and art auctioneer 
(1925 – 2017)

“He rarely comes to the fore in the art 
dealer and auctioneer scene, shunning 
the public and fuss, instead devoting his 
time to the work behind the scenes. And 
yet, as regards his knowledge and work, 
he would deserve a spot in the limelight: 
art auctioneer Felix Schäfer.” With these 
appropriate words Sybille Harder introdu-
ced her eulogy on the occasion of Felix 
Schäfer’s 70th birthday in the May issue 
of Weltkunst 1995.
And in very much the same way I first 
met him as a young man in the late 
1980s, as a grand seigneur behind the 
auction desk, where nothing and no one 
could get him worked up, completely 
unpretentious, radiating competence and 
knowledge, coupled with a profound 
passion and joy for his work.
Felix Schäfer was born in 1925 in Aa-
chen, the son of the known art dealer 
Josef Schäfer. Immediately after the end 
of the Second World War, he begins to 
study medicine in Cologne in 1945. But 
his love for art already becomes appa-
rent, so he visits lectures in art history, 
ancient history, and archeology at the 
same time. These subjects delight the 
young Schäfer so much that he soon 
abandons medicine and changes to the 
aforementioned subjects, attending 
seminars with, among others, Prof. Kauf-
fmann and Prof. Wickert. The first experi-
ences in the art trade he does, however, 
not acquire in his father’s business, but 
in the very renowned art dealer’s of 
Elfriede Langeloh in Cologne, where he, 
parallel to his studies, gains profound 
knowledge in the areas of porcelain and 
ceramics. Starting in 1952, he continues 
his training as a volunteer at the auction 

house Weinmüller in Munich where he 
experiences his first deeper insights into 
the auction business. 
As early as 1953, he began assisting 
August Bödiger in Bonn parallel to his 
occupation in Munich. Staring in 1957, 
Schäfer then worked exclusively for 
the auction house in Bonn. Soon after 
entering the company, August Bödiger 
assigned to him the solitary scientific 
editing of the auction catalogues, as 
well as the conduct of the auctions at a 
later point. In total, Felix Schäfer wrote 
more than 200 catalogues over a period 
of almost 40 years; among the greatest 
moments of his work were the estate 
Kommerzienrat Dr. Sichler at Schloss 
Bürgeln, the Sunderhauser collection 
of arms, the Richard Haniel collection, 
Baden-Baden, the Ukrike von Rauch, née 
v. Levetzow collection, Baden-Baden, 
the estate of Her Royal Highness Marie 
Fürstin zu Wied, Princess of the Nether-
lands, Schloss Monrepos, the collection 
of Her Royal Highness Barbara Herzogin 
zu Mecklenburg, Princess of Prussia, 
the Meermann collection, Essen, and 
the Wohltat collection. Concerning this 
again Sybille Harders in her eulogy: “…
(these) were highlights of the more than 
200 auctions of the house Bödiger, led 
by the exuberant, notorious early riser 
Felix Schäfer. They are proof of the work 
of a man who detests blather and rather 
withdraws to the farthest corner of the 
auction house to occupy himself with 
what really matters to him: art.“
Another great passion of the bustling art 
historian was travelling which he used 
to visit museums and excavation sites 
around the world. Early on he was drawn 

to Asian countries, which visited on a 
regular basis starting in the 1970s. The 
stamps in his passport are an impressive 
testimony of that. On his journeys he 
developed a love for East Asian art and 
acquired the first pieces for his remar-
kable private collection on site. 
Apart from his professional activities at 
the auction house, Felix Schäfer was pu-
blicly appointed and sworn surveyor for 
old and new art from 1967 to 1995.
It is a great pleasure for Van Ham Fine 
Arts Auction and for me personally to 
be able to auction the collection of this 
remarkable colleague and we would like 
to take the opportunity here to thank the 
family for the trust they put in us. 

Christoph Bouillon

菲利克斯∙舍夫收藏
藝術品鑑定人及拍賣師菲利克斯 ∙舍夫
1925年出生於德國亞琛，1952年開始在
慕尼黑外恩米勒（Weinmüller）拍賣行實
習，1957年之後一直供職於波恩的奧古
斯特∙勃迪格爾（August Bödiger）拍賣行，
在近四十的時間裡製作了二百多冊圖錄，
包括多位名人貴族的收藏和遺產。工作
之餘，他熱愛旅行、參觀各個博物館及
文物發掘地。1970年代他便經常往返於
歐洲和亞洲之間，並對東亞藝術產生了
濃厚興趣，開始了他的私人收藏生涯。
在拍賣行的工作之外，他還在1967至
1995年擔任官方認可的藝術品鑑定師。 
本拍賣公司此次很榮幸受到舍夫家人的信
任，對他遺留的收藏品進行拍賣。
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