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In the Qing dynasty woodblock printing
flourished in the Kangxi- and Qianlong
period (late 17th to early 18th c.). In this
period ports where opened at the Eastern
and Southern coasts for foreign trade
with Europa. Prints in several colors from
the area of Gusu (now Suzhou) illustrate
novels, legends, genre scenes and where
designed as lucky charms alike. The
collection offered here gives an impressive
insight into Chinese traditions and ideas
(Cat. No. 2050, 2052, 2053).

While Europe was enthusiastic enough
about its own image of the exotic
country to invent ‘chinoiserie’, Western
influence also can be observed in
Chinese woodblock prints. Some
interesting examples survived in the
present collection. Two of four sheets
that combine to form a monumental
panorama showing the famous views of
Hangzhou West Lake (Cat. no. 2048 and
no. 2049). Here, the short inscription in
a cartouche not only reveals the studio
and the artist, but also states that it
was intended to realize a particularly
detailed depiction based on Western
forms of presentation, like copperplate
engravings. Also influenced by Western
techniques are the two sheets showing
beautiful ladies (Cat. no. 2051). Here,
the folds in the robes are depicted

by crosshatching, which is not used

in Chinese ink painting. This type of
Chinese prints with Western influence
are rare to find. These were popular
only for a short period and barely
produced after the 1770s.
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