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Semi-annual report 2021 

 

Record season at Van Ham 

Boasting outstanding mid-year results, the Cologne-based auction house Van Ham is delighted 

about the best Spring season in the company’s history. The generalist was able to top the 

previous year’s figures by more than 70 per cent. Especially successful were the single owner 

sales: the Lauffs Collection achieved a white glove sale with an about 260 sold-by-value 

percentage – and the ‘SIZE MATTERS: From a Universal Collector – The Olbricht Collection’ sale 

established over 20 new world records. Online-only sales account for about 3.4 million euros of 

the total turnover – which constitutes yet another surge this year, in terms of both quality and 

themes. In the future Van Ham will increasingly use synergy effects in sales, for instance by 

presenting and offering luxury watches in combination with contemporary art. 

 

Facts & figures 

 33 sales with over 6,400 lots and 11 catalogues, incl. 24 online-only sales  

 New world record for Andy Warhol’s Flowers, more than doubling the previous auction record 

 Over 115,000 customers – about 3,500 of whom are new customers in 2021 from 65 different 

countries  

 19 results exceeding 100,000 euros 

 Germany’s leading auction house in the jewellery & watches segment 

 Market leader in online-only sales in Germany
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Earnings by department (as of July 2021) 

Modern – Post War – Contemporary: approx. 18.8 million euros 

Fine Art: c. 2.5 million euros 

Decorative Art: c. 1.1 million euros 

Fine Jewels & Watches: approx. 1.6 million euros 

 

The Lauffs Collection 

At the spectacular sale of the Lauffs Collection, Van Ham celebrated the highest award of the season 

to date plus yet another white glove sale for a so-called single owner sale, once again demonstrating 

the company’s forte in successfully marketing eminent private and corporate collections. The total 

result of some 5 million euros and an about 260 ‘sold by value’ percentage (lower estimate / result) is 

also more than impressive. The unsurpassed highlight were the ten Flowers by Andy Warhol, whose 

outstanding result of 2,193,000 euros more than doubled the previous international auction record 

(Sotheby’s in 2019) for the complete Flowers series in one fell swoop.  

Further auction records fell for: 

Leiko Ikemura | Floating Face | Result: 77,400 euros | Int’l auction record for this artist | Acquired for the Städel Museum 

Menashe Kadishman | Birds | Result: 70,950 euros | Int’l auction record for this artist  

David Reed | 500 | Result: 70,950 euros | Int’l auction record for this artist  

Norbert Prangenberg | Figure | Result: 30,960 euros | Int’l auction record for this artist 

Magdalena Abakanowicz | Dancers | Result: 516,000 euros | German auction record for this artist 

Gerhard Richter | 9.6.84 | Result: 361,200 euros | Int’l auction record for a watercolour of this size by Gerhard Richter 

 

‘SIZE MATTERS: From a Universal Collector – The Olbricht Collection’ 

At the last sale of the Spring season, SIZE MATTERS, Van Ham achieved more than 20 international 

auction records with works of impressive size from the Olbricht Collection. Never before did an auction 

house dare offer so many large-scale works, construct an exhibition architecture specifically for this 

purpose and sell them so successfully. With a total result of about 3.4 million euros, the overall esti-

mate was exceeded by over 50 per cent. The central work was by Katharina Grosse, who stunned 

bidders with an explosion of colours on 16 square metres. A private collector acquired the gigantic 

work for the handsome amount of 387,000 euros.  

International auction records 

Andrea Zittel | Free Running Rhythms and Patterns Version II | Result: 141,900 euros | Int’l auction record for this artist 

Joseph Marioni | Yellow Painting | Result: 77,400 euros | Int’l auction record for this artist 

Jonas Burgert | Stirnstand | Result: 90,300 euros | Int’l auction record for a sculpture by this artist
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Modern Week | Modern – Post War – Contemporary  

The total turnover of approximately 6.3 million euros for the three sales Modern, Post War and 

Contemporary demonstrated once again the significance of these sections for Van Ham. Remarkable 

prices and increases at the auctions were especially recorded for those works which were consigned 

market-fresh from private collections and additionally had a distinguished provenance as parts of 

collections and/or exhibitions. Impressive results were achieved for Günther Uecker’s Light Disc, which 

the Zero artist dedicated to the collector and consignor Lutz Dresen and was sold for 322,500 euros, as 

well as for Günther Förg’s early triptych, which earned a price of 193,500 euros. In Classical 

Modernity, the works by Alexej Jawlensky and Wassily Kandinsky were particularly successful, 

while Jonathan Meese and Adrian Ghenie achieved the highest results among the contemporary 

artists. 

 

Günther Uecker | Light Disc for Lutz Dresen | Result: 322,500 euros 

Alexej Jawlensky | Geraniums | Result: 232,200 euros 

Wassily Kandinsky | Little Blue | Result: 206,400 euros  

 

Classic Week | Fine Art | Decorative Art | Fine Jewels & Watches 

Despite the restrictions and imponderables, all three Classic Week sales showed increases on Spring 

2020. Back in February the Art & Interior sale – for the first time without an audience due to Corona – 

already brought in record figures when more than 2,600 international online bidders registered and the 

best result for this auction in the company’s history was achieved. At the Classic Week in June 2021, 

Van Ham was again able to welcome a limited number of bidders personally in the auction hall. 

Especially the Old Masters and the wristwatches and pocket watches achieved high hammer prices. 

 

Fine Art boosted its turnover by more than 25 per cent compared to the Spring 2021 sale. Van Ham 

made particularly strong gains in the Old Masters segment: with the discovery of Lionello Spada’s 

authorship of the painting Samson and Delilah, Van Ham unearthed a hidden treasure (result: 270,900 

euros). 

 

Lionello Spada | Samson and Delilah | Result: 270,900 euros 

Jakob Ochtervelt | The Letter Reader | Result: 161,250 euros 
Hermann Herzog | Forest Landscape in Florida | Result: 64,500 euros
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In Decorative Art, a one metre tall, colossal marble bust of Napoleon as Mars Pacificus left a 

lasting impression. It now complements the private collection of a collector in Paris for 41,280 euros. 

The Flora Danica porcelain set by Royal Copenhagen also drew a great deal of attention. Divided 

into three lots, the altogether 193 parts ultimately went to a Chinese customer for a total of 50,310 

euros. 

 

Flora Danica porcelain set | Royal Copenhagen | 193 parts total | Total result: 50,310 euros 

Bust of Napoleon I as Mars Pacificus | Marble | Height 93 cm | Result: 41,280 euros 

Pair of armchairs | Eugène Printz | Around 1935 | Walnut, upholstered | Result: 25,800 euros 
 

The result of 83,850 euros which Van Ham achieved for a Rolex Daytona with so-called ‘cream dial’ 

in the Fine Jewels & Watches segment is likely an international record amount. Due to the 

production defect that discolours the bright white lacquer of the dial, this version of the Daytona is a 

coveted collector’s item. Another highlight was a museum-quality pocket watch by William Ilbery 

which was manufactured around 1800 in London, probably for the Chinese market, and went to a 

Chinese retailer in July for the princely sum of 70,950 euros. Diamonds – whether loose or set – are 

still considered a safe investment, especially when they shine as radiantly as the Fancy Intense Yellow 

diamond ring, which achieved a result of 25,800 euros. Altogether, jewellery enjoyed an increase of 

some 40 per cent compared to the previous year and thus once again assumes a top position among 

German auction houses in the Jewellery & Watches segment. 

 

Rolex Daytona | Switzerland | 2002 | Cal. 4130, automatic chronograph | Result: 83,850 euros 

William Ilbery | Pocket watch | London | Around 1800 | Result: 70,950 euros 

Fancy Intense Yellow diamond ring | 1 diamond c. 3.84 carats | Result: 25,800 euros 

 

ONLINE ONLY 

Especially in the time of the corona crisis Van Ham was able to further expand its leadership in 

the German online auction market – with by now weekly online sales and an extended 

thematic range. Twenty-four curated online-only auctions with over 3,000 lots generated 

sales of an impressive 3.4 million euros, thus equalling the 2020 total in this segment after a 

mere six months. This constitutes an increase in turnover of some 100 percent compared to the 

same period in the previous year.
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Top 9 results in 2021 

   
Andy Warhol (1928–1987) 

Flowers | 1970 | Series of 10 colour serigraphs  
on strong paper | Each: 91.5 x 91.5 cm 

Result: 2,193,000 euros* 
*Int’l auction record for this series  

Magdalena Abakanowicz (1930–2017) 
Dancers (3 parts) | 2008 

Bronze, black-brown patinated 
Result: 516,000 euros* 

*German auction record for this artist 
 

Katharina Grosse (b. 1961) 
Untitled | 2015 

Acrylic on canvas | 394 x 418 cm 
Result: 387,000 euros 

   
Gerhard Richter (b. 1932) 

9.6.84 | 1984 | Watercolours and grease 
crayon on light cardboard | 18 x 23.5 cm 

Result: 361,200 euros* 
*Int’l auction record for a watercolour of this 

size by Gerhard Richter 
 

Tony Cragg (b. 1949) 
Ivy | 2007 | Bronze | Height: 335 cm 

Result: 335,400 euros 

Lionello Spada (1576–1622) 
Samson and Delilah 

Oil on canvas | 152 x 193 cm 
Result: 270,900 euros 

   
Günther Uecker (b. 1930) 

Light Disc for Lutz Dresen | 1994  
Nails and white paint on canvas, on a 

wooden disc | 100 x 100 x 40 cm 
Result: 322,500 euros 

Alexej Jawlensky (1867–1941) 
Geraniums | Around 1907 

Oil on cardboard | 49.5 x 37.5 cm 
Result: 232,200 euros 

Wassily Kandinsky (1866–1944)  
Little Blue | 1924 | Water colour on  

paper, mounted on cardboard | 48.6 x 33.6 cm
Result: 206,400 euros 

 
All results are inclusive of surcharge 
Auction records according to www.artprice.com (as of July 2021) 


